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Life Lessons From The Definitive Source
EZl Rodney

We have so much to be grateful
for, so much to learn, and so many life
lessons to adhere to in remembering the life
of Mom.

She made many sacrifices and gave
tirelessly to her family, to those around her,
to her Church, to students, to charity and
to those less fortunate, and to society at
large over a long period of time.

She possessed an encyclopedic

level of knowledge of life lessons she could
recount with ease and would never hesitate to share them.

She loved to teach her grandchildren and was serious and very disciplined about it.
She had a unique presence about her and she had a positive impact on an immeasurable
number of people.

She put God at the front and center in her approach to life.

There was no better way to express her feelings, values, and stories, than through
the medium of writing. She also published numerous books which really were a reflection
of her own attributes and personality. These books also espouse values we must continue to
uphold.

The books contained many stories of grit, overcoming difficulties, determination,
compassion, never giving up, help for others, and sympathy.

N ————
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These are all attributes which Mom possessed in abundance.

These are also all attributes we must remember to uphold both in the present and
to ensure future generations continue to uphold.

We miss her dearly but take comfort in knowing that right now there are a lot of
classes and teaching taking place in Heaven.

She can be assured we will continue to teach her grandchildren and others and
remind them in perpetuity the importance of all these attributes.

The need for continuity of teaching of these values, to place God at the center of
them, and to never give up are some of the numerous life lessons I have learned from mom.

I think every person she knows will be able to recount a lesson learned or a story

heard which contained one of these attributes.

We are all truly grateful for her contribution and presence in our lives.




A Wondrous Trip
Sacus B Louis

I am quite certain that my mother-
in-law is already well known to you if you
are reading her commemorative booklet.
We all know her to be a principal, a lifelong
educator, a philanthropist, a writer, a servant

of God, amongst many other roles. However,

that is not how I'd like to remember her. My
strongest recollection of her will always be her ardent passion in whatever interest she was
into at the time.

Around 10 years ago, that meant animals. It was a few years of constant talks of
wildlife, conservation, nature, etc. So, when she and my father-in-law came to the States
for a visit, I planned a trip to Yellowstone National Park. For those who are unfamiliar,
Yellowstone is one of the biggest nature preserves in the United States, famous for its
geysers and other geothermal features, and its wonderfully abundant wildlife.

It must have been her first time at

S Lower Falls Brink such an expansive and unspoilt place, because
2rg mile+ 600feet drop

TV ot Rim T i . S the entire trip was filled with wonder for her.

Around every bend was another exclamation
of surprise. And every new animal encounter

elicited an almost giddy excitement rarely seen

from the usually serious Principal Theresa

Wong. I think she was the happiest during this trip more than any other time that I can
remember. You can easily see it in her smile.

We were very lucky with the animal encounters on that trip: bison, deer, elk,

e UeNrs——
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bald eagle, even a wolf in the far distance. I brought a set of humongous 25x70 binoculars
mainly for her to use, since they were too heavy for my young children at the time. The
details at that zoom level gave everything texture and a vividness which made it extra
special for her. But a true "once in a lifetime" occurrence fortuitously happened completely
by accident.

It was already close to dusk. And since national parks become pitch black after
dark, we were about to head back to our cabin. But as I passed a random, small, unnamed
dirt road, something made me turn down this path. Call it a hunch. There was a single car
parked oft to a side about half way down, and I stopped there to investigate. What I found
was a couple intently peering into the trees. A few seconds later, disturbingly loud sounds of
an animal making its way through the forest was followed by the appearance of a medium
sized black bear. Shockingly, the couple did not even budge. Even in America, there are
plenty of people unfamiliar with how WILD wilderness can be. And although my mother-
in-law was delighted at the bear, the pair was clearly in sudden mortal danger. I screamed
at them to back away from the bear. The frantic seriousness in my voice must have finally
clued them into the peril they were in, because they thankfully complied. They backed
toward our car, with the bear calmly sauntering after them. The couple finally had enough
excitement, I think, because they got into their car and drove away. The bear on the other
hand, continued on, coming closer and closer to us, eventually passing mere inches from
our car. We could have reached out and touched it. It was that close. The thing is, if you
know anything about bears, you would know that being that close to a bear is almost
impossible. A car is no protection against a bear. It can tear into a car like it was nothing
if it wanted to. Needless to say, I told everyone to remain silent, put the car in "Drive,"
and watched the bear go by with white knuckles on the steering wheel, ready to floor it.
Luckily, the encounter was uneventful, and is now just a happy memory of a miraculous
bear encounter. I told my mother-in-law how special that was, but to this day, I'm not

sure if she ever realized how unique it was to be that close to an adult bear in the wild. She
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is one of the very few to have ever done so. I have no pictures of that bear, since we were
trying to be silent and still. But here she is looking at a bison, with those big binoculars, 1
think.

One more memorable moment happened that

same night. Many of you know that my mother-in-

restaurants inside Yellowstone. I planned to make pasta i

and garlic bread for dinner that night. Simple, but it's not !r
a meal that my in-laws typically eat - especially the garlic i _
bread. A common food in America, but for my mother-
in-law, it was clearly something spectacular. I had just
taken the tray out of the oven. Very aromatic, garlic bread is, of course. After setting it
down onto the dinner table, I turned to tend to the pasta. The next time I turned around,
half the tray was already gone. "This is SO GOOD!" she opined, "What's in it??" Of course
garlic bread has just five simple ingredients. But the joy it brought her, and the big smile
that came with it - truly magical.

I think this is how I'd like to remember my mother-in-law - full of excitement
and wonder and joy. She
will be missed by her friends,
colleagues, and students. But
mostly by her family, who had
the privilege to have seen this

occasional, other side of her.

Your son-in-law, 4 24

Louis R. Ng E. 27

Elk and baby in the background

N ————
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A Fond Memory of my Grandma
Sk HX Matthew

My grandma was a caring grandma who loved
teaching my sister and me Chinese and its culture.
She was determined to teach us Chinese poems,

the names of dim sum items and countries, and

much more. She woke up early every Saturday to
log onto Zoom to teach us. I remember that I didn’t take her class that seriously when I was
younger. If you were to spectate my class, I would be bouncing up and down and spinning
in my chair. But as I got older, I learned that the classes with Grandma were important, so
I started giving my best effort (although I still messed around occasionally). I also remember
from my Zoom lessons that my grandma’s internet occasionally had some lag. This would
result in her Zoom session freezing, or she would sometimes get kicked out. Ironically,
this was especially unfortunate for my sister and me. If we were reading something to my
grandma, she wouldn’t be able to hear us and would start getting frustrated. And when my
grandma got frustrated while teaching on Zoom, she usually held us over for a while (usually
10-20 minutes). So whenever my sister and I had Zoom classes with my grandma, we
would pray that lag wouldn’t pay our Zoom room a visit.

There were multiple difficult
subjects my grandma tried to teach
us. I remember that one of the harder
things was learning all the Chinese
poems. They were so frustrating to
learn, and even harder to memorize.

I remember that sometimes if a

poem was too difficult, I would lean

N g e\ S m—
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the book of poems on my monitor that was right underneath the camera, and read oft the
book. It looked like I memorized the poem, but I really haven’t. The funny thing is after I
did this around 20 times, my grandma started asking me,

“Are you reading out of your book?”

That got me so scared that I didn’t dare use that method for a few weeks. I think
what gave me away was my eyes moving down the page. Either that or my grandma had
superpowers!

Another tough part of the lessons was testing us words from her book. It was a
nightmare hearing the words,

“Ok, close up your books and take out a blank piece of paper and a pencil!”

That meant a pop quiz was about to happen. Thankfully, the words usually were
not that hard to remember. However, I would occasionally get a word that I didn’t know. I
would just write down a random word and hope it was correct. It was kind of embarrassing
when my grandma was correcting those words that I guessed on. I once was told to write
“restaurant”, and I forgot how to write it. I ended up writing “bathroom” instead.

I also remember that my grandma made her signature drunken chicken wings for
my sister and me whenever we came over to visit her. She would also make a big effort to
have something fun to eat at all times.

I miss my grandma a lot. Her house is going to feel pretty empty now every time I
visit, but my memory of her will always come back to me whenever I'm there.

Love,
¥4 FE L Matthew Ng
(Grace f7 Louis W %.F )




My Memory of My Grandma
% W& Elizabeth

I remember my grandmother as a great teacher
who loved teaching my brother and me Chinese.

She also was a caring grandmother, who took
us to the parks and different kind of restaurants
whenever we visit her. And, every other day, she
would go to the market to buy us tasty breakfast
items (especially my favorite pineapple buns).
During the afternoons, she would take us to the
park to play and run around the playground. My
grandma took us sightseeing and to the museums

to learn about the history of Hong Kong. We even

took a trip to Macau once and try different kind of
food. It was a memorable trip.

On my most recent trip, my grandma took us to see the Big Buddha, to which we
had to climb up more than a hundred steps. It was quite a workout! Afterwards, she took
us to the best vegetarian restaurant for lunch. My grandma also planned a visit with my two
cousins, Abby and Alistair, and convinced my mom to let us have our first ever sleepover.
She then arranged for us to eat at my favorite seafood restaurant for dinner. The best dish
was crab sticky rice.

She also taught us Chinese and verses from
the Bible. She taught us the names of continents,
different countries, and regions of China. She also

taught us significant landmarks, special Chinese

terms associated with those landmarks, and how to

e
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write them. Although, my favorite was when she taught us the names of different dim sum
items. The most challenging part of her lessons was remembering all the difficult words and
reciting Chinese poetry, and her quizzes when we had to memorize and write 30 words at a
time.

My grandmother shared my love of eating
and enjoying tasty cuisines. She loved trying
different foods and knew all the good eats at

restaurants. She tried her best to take us even

though she couldn’t eat too much due to
her health.

She also shared my love of animals. She took good care of
her cat at home, birds around her house, and geese and ducks in the

pond nearby her home. When we were younger, my grandma took

us to secretly feed the geese even though it wasn’t allowed by her

community’s managers. I remember my brother and I were chased down by the managers
while trying to feed the geese, and we had to run off with bread crumbs trailing behind us.
I had lots of fun with my grandma and those are my best memory of her. I will miss

her dearly.

Love,
4344 F£ = Elizabeth Ng

(Grace # Louis HIZ 5. )




My loving grandmother
R X% Abigail

My grandmother was a really kind
and loving person to everyone. Even though
sometimes I would think that she was strict when
she taught me , then I realized she was only strict
because she was trying to make sure that I would
have a good and successful life. I remember when
me and her started doing zoom classes, I thought

I could relax a bit more because she wasn’t right

next to me, but it turned out to be just as much

Pau Pau‘s favorite Oatmeal cake
for her birthday hard work as face to face. I also remember thinking

that she was strict and would sometimes be scared to mess up or she would shout at me,
but I realized that even if she did shout at me or whatever method she was using worked a
lot. Now I know so many Chinese poems and verses that they are all basically engraved in
my brain. She created many books for students that taught people about Chinese culture,

poems and stories.

My family and I normally
meet her and our Grandfather
for lunch or dinner at her house
or Dynasty Club for Dim Sum. I
remember once when I was around
eight, I asked her if we could eat

western food instead of Chinese food,

she of course said no and told me to —— ——
Alistair and I love her signature chicken wings

N g e\ S m—
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appreciate Chinese food and Dim Sum. That showed

me how much she loved Chinese food and culture.

When we went to her house she would
always make her signature chicken wings. Those were
always the highlight of the meal for me, my brother
and my cousins. Whenever we visited her she would
start teaching us math once we arrived (which is still

my weakest subject and my brother's best subject).

And whenever my cousins visit from America we Cutting hair for my[)rotherAIistair
would always meet up at my grandmother's house, sometimes we would do work but to keep
us healthy she would teach us how to play Rouliqiu ( &£ /7 K ) after our study session. The
next time my cousins visit us in her house it’s going to be so empty and just really weird. But
some of my greatest memories are stored there and I'm sure that I will always think of them

when I'm visiting there.

I had a lot of good times with my grandma and I

hope she’s happier now in heaven. I will always

miss her.
Love,
bR JkIE Abigail
(Gloria Fu Rodney W% i)
Pau Pau never cease to teach
and we miss her teaching
s ————
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My grandma - the world's best teacher

(Gloria #2 Rodney #y % 5.F0 5.5 )

HY Gronclstn - the courlds best Teacher
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My Aunt Teresa
o8 AR

For my brothers and I, our yearly trip to Hong Kong was like a pilgrimage.
We always were so excited to go—never mind the heat. And although the prospect of
buying the new gadget or video game occasionally contributed to our excitement, the
trip’s highlight was invariably the same: Yum Cha with our Aunt Teresa and Uncle Paul.
The food was always grandiose and (more than) plentiful ( "7 8 7 %% 4% > FE #] 1), and

=

this was our precious occasion to catch up

with Aunt Teresa and receive her words of

encouragement and advice. Looking at the
many pictures immortalizing these wondertul
family reunions, I can almost smell the dim
sums’ fragrance and perceive the love and
wisdom of my Aunt’s words.

Through these moments with me, Aunt Teresa has left me so much to cherish and
uphold. Even though the travel restrictions of the past years interrupted my visits to Hong
Kong, the import of my Aunt’s love and wisdom remained unabated—and will remain so
forever. In my heart, I will always keep our memories, her huge impact on my life, and her
own life’s inspiring example.

I will cherish the many family moments we shared throughout the years. In Hong
Kong, our Yum Cha tradition, of course, but also our ventures to the street markets, our
visits to her house in the New Territories, and our strolls around the neighborhood’s lake.
After graduating college, I spent a restful and peaceful week at her house, listening to her
stories and learning Mandarin with her. And our memories together go much further

back, to when I was three years old. Aunt Teresa and Uncle Paul came to visit my parents



and I in Paris. I look back with affection at the many photos from that trip: our visit to the
Chateau de Versailles; our walks in Paris streets and breaks at Parisian cafes; and our piano
and violin practice sessions together. With my hands on the piano or on the violin, Aunt
Teresa at my side, I look calm and attentive. I know why: This is how she encouraged me
and taught me to be.

From my childhood, Aunt Teresa had a huge influence and positive impact on my
life. For all she has done for me, I am forever grateful. Aunt Teresa staunchly supported me
and invested in my growth and success. Starting with piano and violin practice in Paris, she
instilled in me the qualities that doing anything hard and worthwhile requires: discipline,
patience, and hard work. & 437 © 35 /7 TAE - % /7 hm b . Only thanks to her familial

support was I later able to prepare in the best conditions to excel in high school and gain

admission to the college and graduate school of my dreams. Aunt Teresa heartwarmingly
congratulated me for my successes. But little would have been possible without her. She
would step in to help me where she could, in big and small ways; reaching out to friends
to help me find a place to live when I first moved to the United States, and sending me
stories and videos to help me practice my Mandarin. And, most remarkably, she constantly

inspired me to double down, to keep learning, keep

e —

growing, and keep becoming the best person I could be.
Because that was who she was. She doubled down, in
working hard for what she believed in, in helping and
inspiring others, in fighting through her health challenges.
Through her example, I know that she inspired not just
me but many more—within our family and beyond.
May her life serve as a model for her loved ones and
the generations to come. For me, she embodied three

beautiful values: loving discipline, unflinching gratitude,

2
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and selfless service. First, she instilled loving
discipline to her loved ones and students.
She had high standards and expectations but
always set and conveyed them from a place

of love and care. This kind of teaching and

mentorship is among the greatest gifts one
can receive. Aunt Teresa inspired others—
me among many—to believe in themselves and aim for excellence. Second, whatever the
challenges, she responded with unflinching gratitude. Anybody familiar with Aunt Teresa’s
story knows she’s a fighter. But even more impressive than her resolve was her grace.
Facing and overcoming hardship, she never lost her peaceful smile nor her drive to make
the most out of life. I fondly remember her excitedly demonstrating her £ 77 #k practice
(“rouli qiu,” a type of tai chi) to me, impressing on me how she found a wonderful way to
exercise despite her growing physical frailty. May God guide us in finding gratitude through
life’s travails the way Aunt Teresa did. Third, discipline and gratitude led Aunt Teresa to
live a life of selfless service. She helped countless students during her long career as a teacher
and school principal. She had a deep love for teaching and sharing her knowledge, and was
so generous with her time. Even plagued by illness, she kept working hard and found new
ways to serve students, publishing Mandarin study books and recording children stories
instilling wisdom and moral values. No act of service was too small. I remember Aunt
Teresa would always feed the swans when we strolled around her neighborhood’s lake.
They needed food, and it was simply the right thing to do.

This world will dearly miss my Aunt Teresa. But I take comfort in knowing that
she now rests peacefully in the next, after enjoying a rich and meaningful life that will keep

inspiring us as a model of excellence and service.

AR & Kevin
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In Memory of My Precious Friend, Teresa
HEBAL

When I think of Teresa, there is one special Bible verse that well sums up her life.
It says, “Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on, they will rest from their
labor, for their deeds will follow them.” (Rev. 14:13b) T T T ML WA T BT - &

FEH o 2WMMETECHHE ~ (FTORZRGMEEMM - (B1413T)

Yes, Teresa’s innumerable deeds are
remembered by many. My memories
of Teresa go all the way back to 1966
when I had just arrived in Hong Kong.
At a very young age Teresa often served

as my interpreter in Rennie’s Mill

Village. She was very conscientious,
skilled and interested in the Word of God. Teresa was always enthusiastic about teaching
children the Bible. To explain a Biblical concept clearly, she studied and searched for just
the right illustration. When Teresa and I worked together on the book about Martha Boss,
“Serving the Lord with Joy”, she spent hours to ensure that everything was well-written

and accurate.

I also think of her love for the people of Mainland China. Although she was not
always in good health, she accompanied me there several times. Teresa was highly regarded
and respected in China. She was a wonderful teacher and the people there appreciated
hearing her sharing. I also reflect on her care and concern for the people there. She was
a generous person who was always on the lookout for those in need. Once when she
observed a man in a dilapidated wheelchair, she immediately arranged for him to acquire a

N ————
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new one at her expense. She had compassion for the sick and the poor.

When back in Hong Kong, she often asked me specifically about different people
she had met in China. For many years during the Chinese New Year time, she gave red
envelopes to over 50 people in China. Even when unwell, she would go to the bank to
withdraw the RMB notes. Then she carefully put a certain amount into each red envelope
and wrote the person’s name on it. When it was not possible for someone to deliver the
actual red envelopes, she made detailed lists with each person’s name and the amount to be

given.

In Teresa’s honor and appreciation, a delegation from China, including a pastor
and church workers, travelled for over five hours to come to her funeral. She will live in
our hearts forever! All glory to God for His work through my friend Teresa, Mrs. Chan
Wong Yin Hatt

F
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The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. He makes me lie down in green pastures,
he leads me beside quiet waters, he refreshes my soul. He guides me along the
right paths for his name's sake. Even though | walk through the darkest valley,

1 will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head

with oil; my cup overflows. Surely your goodness and love will follow me

all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

Psalm 23





